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What happens when
your child has been in
hospital for more than
90 days
Information for patients and carers

This leaflet explains what happens if your
child has been in hospital for more than 90
consecutive days
The Children Act 1989 and 2004 makes it a legal duty for all
staff at Leeds Teaching Hospital to protect and promote the
welfare of all children and young people to make sure they
grow up happy and healthy.

Section 85 of the Children Act
Under section 85 of the Children Act 1989 and
2004, hospitals have a legal requirement to
inform the local authority (Children Social Care)
when a child has been in hospital for more than
or likely to exceed 90 days. As this is a legal obligation, we do
not require your consent to share this information.

• It places a duty on local authorities to check the safety and

welfare of your child and offer help and support if you need
it now and in readiness for their discharge from hospital.

• It provides a ‘safety net’ for vulnerable children who
have been living away from home, and have been
accommodated in the hospital for a long period.

• It is aimed at ensuring the safety and support needs of

disabled children and the impact being in hospital, for an
extended period, has on them and their families.

What will be shared?
The hospital let the local authority (Children Social Care) know
about all children under 18 who have been an in-patient for 90
days or more.
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Information we will share includes:
• Child’s full name, date of birth and address
• Date of and reason for admission
• Child’s parent/carers name and contact details
• Child’s GP
The nurse looking after your child will let you know when this
information has been shared.

What happens next?
A children’s social worker will contact you to discuss
your child’s needs and how they can help. They may
offer to meet with you and complete an assessment. If you
need this, a report will be written and shared with you by the
social worker which should include a plan for when your child
is ready to leave hospital.

Who do I need to speak to if I need
further information?
Please speak to the nurse looking after your child
who will contact the Matron in charge of your child’s care if
you wish to discuss this further.

Looking after and sharing information
about your child
We have updated our privacy Notices in line with
data protection legislation (General Data Protection Regulation
(GDPR/Data Protection Act 2018). For more information about
how we use your personal data please visit our website at:
https://www.leedsth.nhs.uk/patients-visitors/patient-andvisitor-information/how-we-useyour-data/
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Please Remember:
There is no such thing as a silly question! The team are here and
happy to help. If you still aren’t sure why we are letting Children
Social Care know why your child has been here for 90 days, just ask!

Useful Contacts
Leeds Children Social Work Services
Tel: 0113 222 4403 (Monday-Friday 8.30-16:30)
PALS Team
Tel: 0113 206 6261
Leeds Safeguarding Children Partnership (LSCP)
Website: https://www.leedsscp.org.uk/Home

What did you think of your care?
Scan the QR code or visit bit.ly/nhsleedsfft

Your views matter
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