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This is a specialised procedure that allows the 
accurate and precise removal of skin cancer. It 
was initially developed by Dr Frederic Mohs. 

The procedure involves the removal of skin cancer in stages. 
Each time the specimen removed is analysed under the 
microscope to check for complete skin cancer removal (on the 
same day). 

Mohs surgery provides the highest cure rate for certain skin 
cancers such as basal cell carcinomas. 

The surgery focuses on the removal of skin cancer helping 
to preserve as much of the surrounding normal healthy skin 
as possible. This may help with repairing the wound and 
subsequent scar.

This leaflet is designed to support the detailed discussion 
about Mohs surgery that you will have in clinic before having 
the surgery.

Why Mohs Surgery?
Mohs surgery is not used for all skin cancers. It can be helpful 
for certain selected skin cancers. For example those skin 
cancers that may be larger than they appear on the surface 
of the skin or those that may have recurred after previous 
treatment. Using a microscope to guide skin cancer removal 
can help to ensure that the skin cancer is completely treated 
whilst limiting the removal of healthy skin. This is helpful for 
areas where it may be important to try to preserve as much 
normal healthy skin as possible such as around the eyes, nose, 
lips and ears. 
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On the day of surgery
You will be given a time to attend for surgery. Please report to 
the reception desk on C4, Dermatology Surgery & Laser Unit, 
on the 1st Floor at Chapel Allerton Hospital. The Receptionist 
will show you to the recovery room where you will wait to be 
called by one of the Mohs nurses. We have very limited recovery 
space; therefore, we ask that you attend alone on the day. 
Attending with a relative / carer will need prior approval.

What to expect
Your appointment will be for the morning but you are likely 
to need to stay for several hours and you should plan for 
spending the entire day with us. We would recommend that 
you bring something to read or listen to, as much of this time 
will be spent waiting while the skin cancer that has been 
removed is processed in our specialised laboratory.

You are allowed to eat as usual and we would advise that 
you eat breakfast before your surgery. Lunch is NOT provided 
however you can bring food with you or a friend/relative/carer 
can go to the shop for you. Please be prepared for the day as 
you will not be able to leave the Surgical Unit until you have 
been discharged by the surgeon. 

Please wear some comfortable clothes that button up at the 
front or easy to take off. This is so you do not have to pull it 
over your head and affect the dressing throughout the day. 

Please be prepared to have a large pressure dressing applied 
after the procedure. This is vital to reduce the risk of bleeding 
and swelling after the surgery. 
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You will not be able to drive yourself home after the surgery. 
We would therefore recommend making alternative transport 
arrangements such as arranging for someone to drive you 
home. We would strongly advise having someone at home with 
you for at least 24-48hours after the surgery whilst you recover.

Who will be in theatre?

In theatre you will meet the Mohs surgeon and two nurses 
who will be assisting with the procedure. Sometimes a student 
nurse, medical student or trainee doctor may also be present.



5

The Mohs procedure (skin cancer removal)
1.	 The visible margins of the skin cancer are identified and 

marked with a pen.
2.	 Local anaesthetic is then injected into the area. This can 

sting for a short time but makes the rest of the procedure 
comfortable.

3.	 The skin cancer is meticulously removed 
with a narrow margin of nearby skin.      
A temporary dressing is then placed on 
the wound.

4.	 The removed sample is taken to the 
laboratory and is then prepared for 
analysis. A ‘map’ is drawn in the notes so 
that the skin removed can be accurately 
marked for any remaining tumour.

5.	 The process of preparation and analysis can take around 90 
minutes, although sometimes maybe longer.

6.	 If after looking at the skin sample under 
the microscope there is still skin cancer 
remaining, then a further area of skin 
will need to be removed from that area. 

7.	 That means coming back into theatre 
and having a second sample removed 
in a similar way to before (including local anaesthetic 
injection) and taken to the laboratory.

8.	 This precise, staged removal of the skin 
cancer is repeated until the skin cancer 
has been completely removed.

9.	 It is not possible to say how many stages 
will be required to clear the skin cancer, 
but in almost all cases this is achieved the same day.
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Repair of wound after skin cancer removal
Following Mohs surgery, there will be a wound. The Mohs 
surgeon will discuss the options for managing the wound on 
the day of the surgery. This may include:

	• Allowing the wound to heal naturally with the aid of 
dressings. 

	• Closing the edges of the wound directly with stitches.

	• Moving skin adjacent to the wound and stitching together 
(known as a flap) - occasionally this may need to be done in 
two visits, three weeks apart.

	• Taking skin from another part of the body and stitching 
onto the wound (known as a skin graft).

Sometimes the wound is repaired by our colleagues at a 
different department (such as a plastic surgeon, maxillofacial 
surgeon, oculoplastic surgeon). In this case the wound is 
usually repaired 1-2 days after the Mohs surgery. 

Very rarely the wound may be larger than expected and the 
planned repair is then best performed on another day. Should 
this occur, arrangements will then be made for repair with our 
colleagues as above, sometimes under a general anaesthetic.

After the surgery you will have a dressing. This is often quite a 
large pressure dressing that helps to protect the wound. 

It is important to keep this dry. Specific instructions on looking 
after the wound will be provided at the time of surgery. 
You will be given the leaflet ‘Post-operative wound care - 
Information for Dermatology Patients.’
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All skin cancer surgery will result in a scar. This is an 
unavoidable consequence of surgery. However, your surgeon 
will discuss what to expect and try to answer any questions 
you may have.

After Surgery
Once the local anaesthetic has worn off, the treated area 
may be painful. Paracetamol may be helpful for this (we 
would advise two 500mg Paracetamol tablets every 6 hours - 
maximum of eight tablets in 24 hours). If you take medications 
containing paracetamol (e.g. Co-codamol, Co-dydramol) 
then no further paracetamol should be taken. Please avoid 
aspirin or ibuprofen based products, unless prescribed as a 
regular medication by your GP. Always read your medication 
instructions. If you are unsure, speak to your Pharmacist or GP.

It is also likely that you will get some bruising and swelling. 
This should begin to settle within a few days.

Most patients will have stitches in the wound. We will either 
arrange for you to come back the following week to have 
the stitches removed and to check the wound or to have this 
undertaken with the Practice Nurse at your GP surgery.

We will give you further detailed advice on how to look after 
your wound at the time of surgery.
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If you have any problems with the wound after surgery, 
please follow the contact advice given (below):

Contacts

Mohs surgery appointment queries:
Contact: 0113 392 4468 or 0113 392 4233 
Monday to Friday between 8.30am - 16.00pm.

Queries after your surgery:
Monday - Thursday 8am to 5pm, Friday 8am to 1.30pm:  
C4 Reception: 0113 392 4292. 

Monday - Thursday, after 5pm and Friday after 1.30pm:  
0113 392 4202 or 0113 392 4602 (Ward C2).

Friday 1.30pm to Monday 8am (over the weekend):  
0113 392 4202 or 0113 392 4602 (Ward C2). 

Useful information - Chapel Allerton Hospital
Address: Chapeltown Road, Leeds LS7 4SA  
Telephone: Chapel Allerton Hospital switchboard: 0113 262 3404 
Website: www.leedsth.nhs.uk/chapel-allerton-hospital

Car Parking Information
Payment is by card or Pay by Phone App in the pay and display 
machines at Chapel Allerton Hospital.

Beverage and food facilities
Food and beverages are available from the cafe and shop. 
Vending machines are available in the main reception 24 hours   
a day, seven days a week. 

Please note you will not be able to leave C4 on the day of 
surgery - a friend/relative/carer can get food and beverages for 
you from the above.
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Chapel Allerton Hospital
Harehills Lane, Leeds LS7 4SA

S Staff Parking

Visitor Parking - 24 Hours

Disabled Parking
Location of the 
Pay & Display Machines

OR GROUNDS
NO SMOKING IN BUILDINGS

Beverages / Food

8

9

2

3

10

Chapeltown Road

Newton Road

Harehills Lane

Main Entrance

Chapel Allerton Hospital

USEFUL INFORMATION

Chapel Allerton Switchboard 0113 2623404
Bus Timetable Information 0113 2457676

PARKING INFORMATION
Pay & Display machines take 10p 20p 50p £1 coins only

(No change machines on site)

BEVERAGE & FOOD FACILITIES

Food & beverages are available from the Cafe & Shop.
Vending machines are available in the Main Reception

Every care and attention has been taken to ensure the accuracy of information given. The Leeds Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust
accepts no responsibility for any inconvenience caused as a result of alterations or inaccuracies.

Harehills Lane, Leeds - LS7 4SA

POTTERNEWTON LA

SCOTT HALL WAY

SCOTT HALL

POTTERNEWTON

CHAPEL
ALLERTON

CHAPELTOWN

MEANWOOD RD

CH
AP

EL
TO

W
N

R
D

NEW
 T

O
N

R
D

HAREHILLS AVE

HAREHILLS LA

STO
NEGATE

 R
D

STAIN BECK RD
STAIN BECKLA

STAIN

BECK LA

SC
O

TT H
ALL 

R
D

HARROGATE
A61

KING

LA

H
AR

R
O

G
ATE

RD
KING

G
EO

R
G

E

AVE

GLEDHOW  LA

GLEDHO W
PA

RK
RD

DR

GLEDHOW
VALLEY

R
D

WETHERBY
A58RO

UN
DH

AY
 R

D

BARRACK RD

R
EG

EN
T 

ST

CITY CENTRE

SH
EEP

SC
AR

ST N

WOODHOUSE ST 

W
OOD

HOUSE
LA

CLA
YP

IT
LA

INNER

A64 (M)
RING RD

LEEDS
UNIVERSITY

METROPOLITAN
UNIVERSITY

CHAPEL
ALLERTON
HOSPITAL

A61

A61

A58

45013629

45014523

Entrance to Hospital

EXIT ONLY

V

V
V

S

S

S

S

S

S

x18

x3

45010703

KEY TO WARDS & DEPARTMENTS

MAIN RECEPTION
CAFE & SHOP

LEEDS MUSCULOSKELETAL

WARD C4 (DERMATOLOGY SURGICAL / LASER)
WARD C5  
WARD C6

WARDS C1 & C2

PHLEBOTOMY
WARDS C3 THERAPY SERVICES

JEWISH MORTUARY

OUTPATIENTS

PUBLIC & DISABLED TOILETS

FIND US AT:

PUBLIC TOILETS
Public Toilets & Disabled Toilets are
situated in the Main Reception Area

2 3 8 9

10

Entrance to Hospital

CHAPEL

24 hours a day, 7 days a week

Bus Stop - For times of next
bus text stop number to 63876

http://www.leedsth.nhs.uk/chapel-allerton-hospital

BIOMEDICAL RESEARCH UNIT (LMBRU)
X-RAY, ULTRASOUND & MRI
PHARMACY

DERMATOLOGY

Revised - 17 November 2016

Credit cards accepted (min £5)

A4 SIZE PDF TO PRINT UNIT

S Staff Parking

Visitor Parking - 24 Hours

Disabled Parking
Location of the 
Pay & Display Machines

OR GROUNDS
NO SMOKING IN BUILDINGS

Beverages / Food

8

9

2

3

10

Chapeltown Road

Newton Road

Harehills Lane

Main Entrance

Chapel Allerton Hospital

USEFUL INFORMATION

Chapel Allerton Switchboard 0113 2623404
Bus Timetable Information 0113 2457676

PARKING INFORMATION
Pay & Display machines take 10p 20p 50p £1 coins only

(No change machines on site)

BEVERAGE & FOOD FACILITIES

Food & beverages are available from the Cafe & Shop.
Vending machines are available in the Main Reception

Every care and attention has been taken to ensure the accuracy of information given. The Leeds Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust
accepts no responsibility for any inconvenience caused as a result of alterations or inaccuracies.

Harehills Lane, Leeds - LS7 4SA

POTTERNEWTON LA

SCOTT HALL WAY

SCOTT HALL

POTTERNEWTON

CHAPEL
ALLERTON

CHAPELTOWN

MEANWOOD RD

CH
AP

EL
TO

W
N

R
D

NEW
 T

ON
R

D

HAREHILLS AVE

HAREHILLS LA

STONEGATE R
D

STAIN BECK RD
STAIN BECKLA

STAIN

BECK LA

SCO
TT HALL 

RD

HARROGATE
A61

KING

LA

HARRO
GATE

RD
KING

G
EO

RG
E

AVE

GLEDHOW  LA

GLEDHO W

PA
RK

RD

DR

GLEDHOW
VALLEY

RD

WETHERBY
A58RO

UN
DH

AY
 R

D

BARRACK RD

RE
G

EN
T 

ST

CITY CENTRE

SHEEPSC
AR

ST N

WOODHOUSE ST 
W

OOD

HOUSE
LA

CLA
YPIT

LA

INNER

A64 (M)
RING RD

LEEDS
UNIVERSITY

METROPOLITAN
UNIVERSITY

CHAPEL
ALLERTON
HOSPITAL

A61

A61

A58

45013629

45014523

Entrance to Hospital

EXIT ONLY

V

V
V

S

S

S

S

S

S

x18

x3

45010703

KEY TO WARDS & DEPARTMENTS

MAIN RECEPTION
CAFE & SHOP

LEEDS MUSCULOSKELETAL

WARD C4 (DERMATOLOGY SURGICAL / LASER)
WARD C5  
WARD C6

WARDS C1 & C2

PHLEBOTOMY
WARDS C3 THERAPY SERVICES

JEWISH MORTUARY

OUTPATIENTS

PUBLIC & DISABLED TOILETS

FIND US AT:

PUBLIC TOILETS
Public Toilets & Disabled Toilets are
situated in the Main Reception Area

2 3 8 9

10

Entrance to Hospital

CHAPEL

24 hours a day, 7 days a week

Bus Stop - For times of next
bus text stop number to 63876

http://www.leedsth.nhs.uk/chapel-allerton-hospital

BIOMEDICAL RESEARCH UNIT (LMBRU)
X-RAY, ULTRASOUND & MRI
PHARMACY

DERMATOLOGY

Revised - 17 November 2016

Credit cards accepted (min £5)

A4 SIZE PDF TO PRINT UNIT

n
The Leeds 

Teaching Hospitals
NHS Trust



10

Site plan for Chapel Allerton Hospital
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Notes
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